Chester and District Scout Council
Registered Charity No. 511406

Annual Review 2007

Congratulations
Congratulations to the members of the District who received awards for
their good service to the Movement from the Chief Scout during 2007:
Bar to the Silver Acorn
Hazel Petch
Medal of Merit (now known as the Award
for Merit)

Jennifer Challinor
Martin Formstone
Pam Jones
Rachel Jones
Trevor Jones
John Riley
and the many others
others who received service certificates and long service
awards

Chester Scouts - join the adventure!
BEAVER SCOUTS 6 to 8 YEARS
CUB SCOUTS 8 to 10
SCOUTS 10 to 14
EXPLORER SCOUTS 14 to 18
SCOUT NETWORK 18 to 25
Adults of all ages are welcome
as leaders, helpers or supporters
Contact:
Chester & District Scout
Scout Council – 01244 398635 - enquiries@chesterscouts.org.uk
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From the District
District Commissioner
I am delighted to introduce the Annual Review for the Chester District and to
congratulate all those who have worked so hard to bring good Scouting to so many
young people in Chester.
Our membership increased in 2007 to 1117, from 1108 in 2006; this upward trend has
continued in 2008, I’m pleased to note – but more of that in our next Annual Review.
For now, it’s important to note increased demand from young people. We can only
satisfy that demand if we recruit more adult helpers.
I re-joined the District as District Commissioner more than half way through 2007 so I can
say from an independent point of view how impressed I am with the quality of the
leadership shown in Chester. I will do all I can to help us all do more. Many thanks to all
who work so hard for Chester Scouting and many thanks to everyone who has
supported us!
David Bull
District Commissioner

The District Core Team

From the District Chair
Chair
The Annual Review for 2007 shows the great amount of service provided to the
community in Chester by Scouting. Congratulations and thanks to all involved!
The District Executive Committee continues to deal with the many business issues which
must be covered: trusteeship, property, finance and budgeting. Members of the
Committee bring their special skills to bear on all these issues and I am very happy to
record my thanks to them all.
The partnership between the supporters of Scouting and those who provide activities
and personal development in our Groups and Units is the secret of success – I look
forward to another year of effective partnership.
Joanne Turner
District Chair
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Some highlights
Centenary Camps
Much activity took place in Chester to mark the centenary of Scouting, as it did
elsewhere in Cheshire. Fourteen Chester Scout Groups, along with the District Explorer
Scouts, took part in our Centenary Camp, held from 25 – 27 May.
With fine weather on the Saturday, the Beavers, Cub Scouts, Scouts and Explorer Scouts
were all able to take part in a wide range of activities, including climbing, crafts,
geocaching, a football competition, go-karts and air rifle shooting. The afternoon's
activities were followed by a campfire and disco in the evening, before the rain set in
over night! Despite the damper conditions on Sunday, things started off early with a
Sunrise Ceremony, to celebrate 100 years of Scouting, and give everyone present the
chance to renew their promise, and to make a pledge as part of their Group. Activities
carried on through the morning, until the official closing ceremony after lunch, after
which the Groups struck camp and headed home, to start the job of drying out tents and
equipment!
Groups also held centenary camps. For example, the 1st Malpas went on a week long
camp to celebrate the centenary. The camp involved all the age groups, including
Explorer Scouts and Ranger Guides. The idea behind the camp was to model it on the
original Brownsea Island camp, with four patrols named after the original ones, and
coloured ribbons to denote the different patrols. All the ages were split evenly between
the patrols.

Scenes from the District Camp
World Scout Jamboree
Whilst a number of fortunate Scouts from our District were able to take part in the
World Scout Jamboree at Hylands Park, other members of the District did not miss out:
Cub Scouts, Scouts and Leaders from several Groups took the opportunity to spend a day
exploring the Jamboree site, including a special stage show and the chance to visit many
parts of the camp.
In the run up to the Jamboree, Scouts from around the world came to the United
Kingdom. A group of Scouts and Leaders from Poland, the Czech Republic, Holland and
Canada, aged between 6 and 60, were on a tour of the UK including a visit to the World
Scout Jamboree in Essex. They visited Chester but due to a mix up, they had nowhere to
stay. With only a couple of hours’ notice, Chester District Scouts quickly came to the
rescue, finding accommodation for them at the Cestrian Scout Group Headquarters and
helping them on their way to the next stage of their tour, in Wales. International
Scouting in action!
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Top: our international visitors to Chester

Left: Visitors from Chester at the World
Scout Jamboree

Speaker’s Reception
Four members of Chester District were fortunate enough to be invited to the Speaker's
Reception, held in the Speaker's state rooms in the Houses of Parliament. Despite a poor
start to the day, with the Chester to Crewe railway line being closed due to floods,
everyone involved in the event had an excellent day out, with several photo
opportunities, including with the Chief Scout and a group photo with Gordon Brown.
Gang Show
Chester Gang Show celebrated its 51st production during the 2007 Centenary year after
having a two year enforced break. Due to the enthusiasm of the team and previous
Gang members we managed to kick start the machinery again so as to put on a show
during our Centenary year much to the delight of our younger members! Due to our
long association with the Gateway Theatre (our home since 1969) they offered us a slot
at short notice and as we were all aware at the time, this was just before they were to
close their doors for the last time before the demolition men moved in, in preparation
for the much publicised redevelopment of that area of Chester (which still hasn’t
happened).
The show was a great success and the young people wanted another! So the challenge
was set to try and find an alternative venue. The Gang Show Business sub-Committee
worked extremely hard and eventually secured The King’s School, Chester as our new
venue which proved challenging in many ways after having the comfort and trimmings
of the theatre to design the show against for so many years. Keith Harding also took
over the role of Producer in September 2007 after being involved with 26 shows since
1967 when he first appeared as a Cub in Scoutabout, as it was then called.
Gang Show is the result of many people pulling together and putting in a tremendous
amount of time and hard work to achieve a finished result that Chester and District
should be proud of. As a team event involving Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network
members, Leaders and helpers, Gang Show brings out the best in people and encourages
personal development and self esteem in the true spirit of Scouting.
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Having overcome many teething problems and a very steep learning curve Gang Show
2008 proved to be a great success for everyone involved with numerous letters and cards
congratulating the Gang – but more about this in our next Review!
Scout Network
So far we have been disappointed with take-up for Network activities in the District. But
we have met with the University of Chester, to improve our links with them, and made
plans with the County Scout Network Commissioner for a re-launch of the Scout
Network in Chester and the appointment of a Scout Network Leader.
Development
The District Team has been developing an action plan for Chester, building on
discussions at the County Development Conference, and this is now being implemented.
The small team who took part in the Development Conference will form the nucleus of a
more formal Development Team/Committee.
Active steps are being taken to re-start Scouting in parts of the District – especially in
areas away from the urban centre – where there is great need. Our buildings portfolio is
also being rationalised.
Awards Presentation
Beaver Scouts, Cub Scouts, Scouts and Explorer Scouts and Leaders gathered from across
the district for our annual awards presentations in June 2007. Certificates were
presented to each of the young people who had achieved their section's highest award
in the previous year, as well as to Leaders in recognition of their service to Scouting.

The Sections
As always, the Sections have been busy. These following summaries show the extent of
the support offered to young people and the variety of the programmes. Well done all!
Beaver Scouts
My! This time of year again: AGM season. How time flies when you are having fun and
making friends.
All last year I seemed to be constantly learning, writing and working with new leaders to
complete my Wood Badge, at one stage I really did think of jacking it all in! I thought
about the wonderful leaders we have and all the children we support each week and
this made me realise what an honour it is for me to have been asked to do this
worthwhile job, I was delighted to hear in December that I had completed the necessary
work and David presented me with my Wood Badge in February; my sincere thanks to all
who made it possible.
In Chester and District we have sixteen active Beaver Scout Colonies who work very hard
each week delivering a balanced programme for 260 young Scouts enjoying the
experience of scouting. This is an increase upon last year.
In December the beavers enjoyed their Christmas Carol Service: 200 Beavers, Leaders and
parents joined together to hear the Christmas story, and enjoyed refreshments
afterwards.
Since the last Annual General Meeting, thirty Beaver Scouts have been awarded their
Bronze Chief Scout’s Award and attended two award ceremonies; congratulations to
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them all. Beavers from most of the Groups marched with pride for St. George at our St
George’s Day parade.
As I bring this report to a close, I look at these photographs of these pirate Beavers,
enjoying their activities.

And I realise that, without our Leaders, all these young people in Chester and District
would miss the experience of Scouting. But one thing is for sure: I will try not to lose my
hair!
Please accept my sincere thanks, all Leaders, helpers and parents for volunteering each
week with leadership and for supporting all these young people. Beaver Scouting in
Chester and District is alive and kicking, and with your help it will continue for many a
year to come. God Bless you all.
Richard Johnson.
Assistant District Commissioner (Beaver
(Beaver Scouts)
Scouts)
Cub Scouts
In January we held the District Craft Competition at Malpas Scout HQ with the theme of
a camp site of 100 years past or 100 years future. Malpas won the competition.
Twenty Cub Scouts and seven leaders went down to London for the weekend in
February for Founder’s Day. We travelled down on Friday night to the South London
Scout Centre in Dulwich. On Saturday morning we attended the Founder’s Day Service
and met Peter Duncan the Chief Scout. We had lunch in St James’s Park and then went
to the Science Museum. After pizza for dinner we visited Hamleys toy store. On Sunday
we went to the Dinosaur exhibition at the Natural History Museum.
In March, Malpas represented the District in the County Craft Competition and won the
competition. Well done!
Cubs were well represented at the District Centenary Camp at Pulford.
In June, fourteen Cubs and four leaders went to Amsterdam, flying out on easyJet on
Thursday evening and staying at a Scout centre on the outskirts of Amsterdam. On the
Friday, the Cubs visited Nemo Science Museum and the Anne Frank House before
returning to the Scout centre for pancakes, both savoury and sweet. On Saturday the
day was with the Dutch Scouts having a barbecue and playing games.
In November Chester and District entered a team in the County Swimming Gala where
we came second.
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At the Scout Centre in Amsterdam

Chester Cub Scouts in London

In December, we held a Carol Service at St Mary’s Handbridge the theme of which was
light and we lit 100 candles to celebrate the centenary.
Alan Wilding
Assistant District Commissioner (Cub Scouts)
Scouts
The Scout Section continues to provide a quality programme for young people. As 2007
ended, plans were in hand for the appointment of a new Assistant District Commissioner
(Scouts) to maintain support for the Section and to increase development of our outdoor
activities.
The 40th Chester Scouts took to the water again for their summer camp. Four leaders
and ten Scouts took a narrow boat out from Penkridge near Birmingham and navigated
the Black County Ring - a journey of 94 miles and 101 locks. They combined an active
Scouting programme with a visit to Cadbury World as well as a renewal of their Scout
Promise at a special Sunrise ceremony in the centre of Birmingham on 1 August.
During the week, all the Scouts were able to earn their Power Coxswain badge. This
meant that they learnt to handle the 70 foot boat at the tiller, how to cast off, moor the
boat and how the engine works.

Scouting on the canal

Visitors to Live 07

1st Upton Scouts had a great weekend at the National Scout Car race at Scarborough in
the summer. They could not have asked for a better result. In the Sprint events they had
three firsts and a second, which meant that the fastest time from Upton went through
to the Champions’ race. With only seconds between all the times for our team, the
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fastest time from Upton was Ben and this gave him a position in the Championship race.
This was a fast and a very close race for all the competitors and Ben pushed hard and
won a well deserved third place trophy. The Scouts also won the first place for the team
trophy for getting three firsts and a second.
Representatives of the District attended Live 07 – the final national event to mark
Scouting’s centenary. Scout performers entertained packed audiences at the O2 Arena at
Greenwich.
Roger Hewitt
Assistant District Commissioner (Scouts)
Explorer
Explorer Scouts
Little did we know that a short overland camping trip to Switzerland in August 2005
would set a plan in motion to take a small band of Scouts back to celebrate the
centenary year with a much bigger and grander festival? A quick decision by Terry Coe
(camp leader) to book a slot at Kanderjam 07 would reap grand rewards - all we needed
now was some willing Scouts to come with us to the grand camp. With luck and a tall
tale we landed a team of leaders, fourteen Explorer Scouts and four Scouts.
Kandersteg International Scout Centre in the Bernese Oberland in Switzerland played
host to over 2,000 scouts from around the world. At the heart of the week-long
festivities was Sunrise Day on 1 August – shared with Scouts all over the world, where
we all renewed our Scout Promise for the next century of Scouting - Scouts from all over
Switzerland joined the ceremony, raising the number to well over 4,000. We were all
glad to play our part in the celebrations and events.
The two week trip started with a flight with easyJet. For some of the Scouts this was not
only their first trip abroad but their first time to fly. This was not to be the last of the
‘first’s’ on this trip, as they were to soon find out during the events that were planned.

Activities at Kandersteg

Sunrise in Switzerland

An interactive programme was run by the Centre with a good combination of trips and
activities: trips to some amazing sites like Trummelbach Falls with its breath taking view
and the chocolate factory with its great taste in Swiss industry. Back at camp that night
there was a great debate at the fire side, as to which team had the better day out. One
team would say “how beautiful the amazing water falls were” and another team: “the
chocolate and cheese factory with the free samples gave us a day trip to remember”. I
know I had my favourite taste of Switzerland.
On 1 August, celebrating sunrise had its draw back with an early start to walk the 12km
and elevation of 1,500m to the Oeschinensee Lake by day break. This meant a 4.30 am
start. We had a few suggestions at that time of the day as to what we could go and do
with Scouting. But by the arrival at the water’s edge bathed in the warm sunlight, with
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the great family of Scouts all was forgiven - at least that’s what we’re told. It was a
proud moment to make our Promise against such a backdrop, with great new friends.
Then the day continued with fun and games in the town, and culminated at a mass
barbecue and live band. A phrase we heard much on the way back to camp that night
was “What a day!”
The Unit has been looking at our next trip overseas and it seems that a great affection
has grown for Kandersteg and international scouting. I don’t think it will be too long
before we dust off the camp booklets and head off again. I look forward to meeting
some old friends and making some new friends at the World Scout Jamboree in Sweden,
2011.
Simon Ashton
Explorer Scout Leader, Renegades Explorer Scout Unit
Alan Reay
District Explorer Scout Commissioner
Scout Fellowship
2007 has again been an enjoyable and successful year for the Fellowship. We have had a
varied programme of meetings during the year including presentations on “Chester as it
was”, by Len Morgan, genealogy by Jean Wilson and a slide show of Gill & my trip
around the world.
We also enjoyed several social events with a cheese and wine evening to start the year,
ten pin bowling, a barbecue with Denise and Steve Huxley, a visit to Cotebrook Shire
Horse Centre arranged by Jean and Rex Wilson, a Sunday Walk around Ewloe Castle
followed by lunch and finally our annual Christmas Dinner. We held our AGM at the
“Bickerton Poacher” which was followed by a game of skittles. Jean Wilson stood down
as Chairman after a very successful year and I was elected as her successor.
Members of the District Scout Fellowship were also kept busy helping Scouting in
Chester and District, both at Group and District levels. We provided help at the St
George's Day Parade with marshalling, flag marshalling, setting up the Cathedral with
service sheets and arranging the collection. Many members were involved with the final
Gang Show at the Gateway Theatre and we provided refreshments for several District
events, including the Annual General Meeting, the Awards Evening and the Beaver Carol
Concert.
At the Centenary District Camp we had over twenty members attending, providing help
with staff catering, Scout shop and tuck shop as well as helping out with their own
Groups during the weekend. The Sunrise Ceremony was held on a rather damp Sunday
morning when along with everyone else we renewed our Promise.
A group of Scouts and Leaders from Poland, the Czech Republic, Holland and Canada
arrived at Chester just before the Jamboree and had nowhere to stay, due to a
misunderstanding. Fellowship member Sandra Taker took on the role of arranging for
them to be accommodated at the Cestrian Group headquarters.
I am pleased to report that the Fellowship is very much alive and kicking and that our
efforts were rewarded at the Awards evening with five out of six Medals of Merit being
awarded to our Members. I would like to thank all of our members, particularly our past
Chairman, Jean Wilson, and our Secretary and Treasurer, David King and Christine
Birchall, for all their help and support over the year.
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One of the highlights of the year was
when we arranged for the District
Commissioner to present the City of
Chester with a Cornwell Badge to include
In the Council’s collection of memorabilia
on HMS Chester and Jack Cornwell VC.
There were 15 members of the Fellowship
there together with Geoff Taylor
John Riley
Chairman,
Chairman, Chester and District Scout
Fellowship

Special Events
21st World Scout Jamboree
Last July, seven Scouts and Explorers plus
one Leader from Chester set off for the
adventure of a lifetime at the World Scout
Jamboree.
After a long journey and
setting up of camp, a party for all UK
participants was held, including a barbecue
for over 4,000 people and a concert.
Overnight the rest of the world started to
arrive and it was our job to welcome them
and introduce them to sub camp life.
The Opening Ceremony was a real eyeopener as we joined with over 40,000
people from every corner of the globe, all
with different languages and colours of uniform but the same reason for being together
in a field! Surprisingly enough another party followed that evening!
The next ten days were filled with so many activities that there was no time for
boredom. On site there was Global Development, Energise, Trash, Element, Terraville
and Aquaville, all with different activities to teach us about different aspects of the
world and how we can work together to make it a better place. Off site, there were
three activities: Starburst – working together on local community projects to make it a
better place for people to live; Splash – a range of water activities eg bell boating,
sailing, canoeing and rafting; and Gilwell Adventure – a day out at Scouting’s
headquarters to learn about the history of Scouting and take part in various activities.
1 August was an early start as it took over two hours to get all the participants into the
arena for the Sunrise Ceremony at 8am. This was a very moving event for all: hearing
40,000 people renewing their Promise in so many different languages, but all saying the
same thing.
All too soon it was time for the Closing Ceremony and time to say goodbye to so many
newfound friends of different nationalities. The chance to attend the World Scout
Jamboree is definitely a once in lifetime experience and recommended to any Scout to
try to attend one. It is an experience which will live with you for the rest of your life.
Charly Hillier
UK Contingent to the World Scout Jamboree
Scout Leader, 40th Chester
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Aussiemoot - 17th Australian Rover Moot
G'day folks!
Following an extraordinary eight month
fund raising effort involving amongst other
things a casino evening, a pub quiz,
pitching a tent in Chester City Centre,
numerous days spent bag packing in
supermarkets and a family barbecue
evening at the Crocky Trail in Waverton.
Nearly £18,000 was raised by a group of
nine and their families to pay for the flights
to Sydney, camp fees and other expenses.
Aussiemoot is a meeting held once every four years of Australia's Rover Scouts (the Oz
equivalent of the Scout Network) with an invitation and warm welcome extended to
anyone and everyone from across the globe to attend as campers (aged 18-25) or staff
(25 plus). The group of nine from Chester consisted of seven happy campers and two
staff members. Aussiemoot was held in Sydney at Cataract Scout Park, home of
numerous Australian Jamborees and a World Jamboree in 1987-88. Before arriving at
the camp the group stayed in a luxury five star hotel in Sydney Harbour (it helped get
over the hellish jet lag), with a swimming pool on the roof over looking Sydney Harbour
and Bridge.
After the luxury ceased, the team headed to the campsite for ten days under canvas and
all the bugs you could eat and a warning about the 'Drop Bears'! The Rovers’ camping
experience can only be defined as a marathon length sprint race, fuelled by a mixture of
adrenalin, top class food and the odd glass of 'Bundies'. We partied every night,
awaking at 6.30am to start the day’s activities including high ropes, caving, mountain
biking, golf, pamper days, SAS style assault courses, surfing and scuba diving. As well as
this, each member of the group, including those attending as staff, were escorted offsite along with every other camper to go on a five day expedition of their choosing.
Although anxious at being split up at first, the group returned from their expeditions of
4x4 driving, 'Wet and Wild', 'Extreme' and 'Gourmet' (a tour of the vineyards) with a
whole new group of friends to introduce to the original nine!
Whilst this short account has only captured some highlights of the many experiences the
group enjoyed whilst in Australia, more information about the Moot can be found at
www.aussiemoot.com and those of you intrigued by this short insight might be
interested in www.ozmoot.com, the website of the 2011 camp to be held in Adelaide.
The trip to Australia awoke a beast in six of the group to revive Chester Network and
build on the foundations that had already been built with Chester University. We are
actively seeking to recruit members to the re-launched Chester Scout Network. You
might just find yourself with us at Aussiemoot 2011!
Nick Hirst
Assistant Scout Leader, 1st Christleton
Chester Scout Network

All photographs courtesy of members of Chester and District Scout Council
© Chester and District Scout Council, May 2008
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